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(c) Except for communications made during domestic violence screening under 
subrule (A)(1), (F)(1)(a), and (H)(1)(a), communications made during a friend of 
the court facilitative and information-gathering conference are not confidential and 
may be used in court proceedings.

(G) Friend of the Court Domestic Relations Mediation Procedure.

(1) Domestic relations mediation will be conducted by a mediator selected by the 
friend of the court.

(a) The mediation may not begin until the friend of the court case has been 
screened for domestic violence using a screening protocol provided by the State 
Court Administrative Office as directed by the Supreme Court.

(b) If domestic violence is identified or suspected, the mediation process may not 
continue unless the protected party submits a written consent and the friend of the 
court takes additional precautions to ensure the safety of the protected party and 
court staff. Throughout the mediation process, the mediator must make reasonable 
efforts to screen for the presence of coercion or violence that would make 
mediation physically or emotionally unsafe for any participant or that would 
impede achieving a voluntary and safe resolution of issues.

(c) At the beginning of the mediation, the mediator will advise the parties and their 
attorneys, if applicable, of the following:

(i) the purpose of mediation;

(ii) how the mediator will conduct mediation;

(iii) except as provided for in MCR 2.412(D)(8), statements made during the 
mediation process are confidential and cannot be used in court proceedings.

(d) If the parties reach an agreement, the mediator shall submit a proposed order 
and a report pursuant to subrule (I) within seven days.

(e) If the parties do not reach an agreement within seven days of the completion of 
mediation, the mediator shall so advise the court stating only the date of 
completion of the process, who participated in the mediation, whether settlement 
was reached, and whether additional friend of the court ADR proceedings are 
contemplated.

(2) With the exceptions provided for in MCR 2.412(D), communications during friend 
of the court domestic relations mediation process are confidential and cannot be used 
in court proceedings and cannot be recorded.

(H) Joint Meeting Procedure.

(1) Joint meetings shall be conducted as provided in this subrule:
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(a) The joint meeting may not begin until the friend of the court case has been 
screened for domestic violence using a screening protocol provided by the State 
Court Administrative Office as directed by the Supreme Court.

(b) If domestic violence is identified or suspected, the meeting may not proceed 
unless the protected party submits a written consent and the friend of the court 
takes additional precautions to ensure the safety of the protected party and court 
staff. Throughout the joint meeting, the person conducting the joint meeting must 
make reasonable efforts to screen for the presence of coercion or violence that 
would make the joint meeting physically or emotionally unsafe for any participant 
or that would impede achieving a voluntary and safe resolution of issues.

(c) At the beginning of a joint meeting, the person conducting the meeting shall do 
the following:

(i) advise the parties that statements made during the joint meeting are not 
confidential and can be used in other court proceedings;

(ii) advise the parties that the purpose of the meeting is for the parties to reach 
an accommodation and how the person will conduct the meeting;

(iii) advise the parties that the person may recommend an order to the court to 
resolve the dispute; and

(iv) explain to the parties the information provided for in subrules (H)(1)(d)-
(e).

(d) At the conclusion of a joint meeting, the person conducting the meeting shall 
submit a report within seven days pursuant to subrule (I) and may do one of the 
following:

(i) If the parties reach an accommodation, record the accommodation in 
writing and provide a copy to the parties and attorneys of record. If the 
accommodation modifies an order, the person must submit a proposed order to 
the court. If the court approves the order, the court shall enter it; or

(ii) Submit an order to the court stating the person’s recommendation for 
resolving the dispute. The parties may consent by signing the recommended 
order and waiving the objection period in accordance with (H)(1)(e)(iii). If the 
court approves the order, the court shall enter it.

(e) If the person conducting the joint meeting submits a recommended order within 
seven days to the court, the friend of the court must serve the parties and attorneys 
of record a copy of the order and a notice that provides the following information:

(i) that the court may enter the recommended order resolving the dispute unless 
a party objects to the order within 21 days after the notice is sent;

(ii) when and where a written objection must be submitted;
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(iii) that a party may waive the 21-day objection period by returning a signed 
copy of the recommended order; and

(iv) if a party files a written objection within the 21-day limit, the friend of the 
court office shall set a court hearing before a judge or referee to resolve the 
dispute. If a party fails to file a written objection within the 21-day limit, the 
office shall submit the proposed order to the court for entry if the court 
approves it.

(2) Except for communications made during domestic violence screening, 
communications made during a joint meeting are not confidential and may be used in 
other court proceedings and cannot be recorded.

(I) The SCAO shall develop forms for reports and orders that the friend of the court shall 
use in the ADR processes under this court rule.

(1) A report form for a proposed consent order shall contain sufficient information to 
allow the court to make an independent determination that the proposed order is in the 
child’s best interest.

(2) When the parties do not resolve some or all of the issues in a facilitative and 
information-gathering conference or when the friend of the court submits a proposed 
order following a joint meeting, the report shall contain the parties’ agreed-upon and 
disputed facts and issues.

(3) A report under this subrule is not a friend of the court report entitled to 
consideration under MRE 1101(b)(9). In any contested hearing, the court may use the 
report to:

(a) decide the contested matter to the extent the parties do not dispute the issues or 
facts in the report or to the extent that the contested issues and facts are not 
material to the court’s decision; or

(b) if the parties dispute any issues or facts in the report, the court must make an 
independent determination based on evidence and testimony presented at the 
hearing or a subsequent hearing.

(4) The court may, on its own motion, order the friend of the court to conduct an 
investigation and provide a report under MCL 552.505(1)(G).

(J) Qualification of ADR Providers.

(1) The SCAO shall establish training and qualification requirements for persons 
conducting each type of ADR under this court rule.

(2) The SCAO shall also provide a process for waiving training and qualification 
requirements when:


